










Hi Claudia, 

 

  Dave Finney of the Des Moines Register called me immediately called me after you gave him 

my phone number.  He was very attentive to hear about the incidents on Dec. 7, 1941 as I 

experienced that day.  If he should file an article on my interview in the Register on Sunday, 

Dec. 7th, I would like to have a copy of it and its related stories.   

  I could not give him many details, including the unpreparedness of command responsibilities by 

Admiral Kimmel at Pearl Harbor and Gen. Short at Ft. Shafter.  Especially when the diplomatic 

negotiation heightened and stalled in Washington, D.C. between Cordell Hull, Secretary of State 

and Japan's Ambassador, Admiral Kichisaburo Nomura.  President D. Roosevelt and the Joint 

Chief of Staff knowingly of the impending Pearl Harbor/Hickam Field attack by the Imperial 

Navy of Japan withheld the vital information from the Pacific Ocean Base Commanders, in order 

to declare war against Japan!  Thus silencing Wendell Willkie's  stance on the "Monroe's 

Doctrine"!  Even several unarmed B-17 "Flying Fortress" on their delivery to Hickam Airfield 

were caught unaware of the attack in progress!  The real victims of the attack were thousands of 

sailors and soldiers who died in sacrifice for political expediency!  At what price Glory! 

   An interesting information I learned about the Niihau Island (privately-owned by the Robinson 

family by Royal Hawaiian Grant, before U.S. possession of the Islands) incident on Dec. 7, 

1941.  Where direct communication was non-existent, a enemy pilot crashed landed and the local 

inhabitants were unaware of the Pearl Harbor/Hickam Field attack that morning.  After nursing 

the pilot the next day, an "Issei", a "nisei" and his wife were involved in protecting him from the 

native inhabitants. When the attack was found out the following day by a returning resident, 

altercations to imprison him pursued and the pilot, and "issei" were killed, the "nisei" committed 

suicide, and his wife was imprisoned and released after war's end in 1945. This story was never 

widely-known to most of the "kamaainas" (Hawaii born residents) nor publicized until after the 

WWII.  Firstly, due to lack of direct communication between Niihau and Honolulu and secondly, 

to minimize the racial problem which may exacerbate at that time!   

  Perhaps you or Aaron might be interested in the foregoing information.  Regards, Bob I.  

 



Hello Claudia, 

 

  Thank you for your prompt replies to my inquiries.  Aside from the error of my Drake 

graduation year, my Japan Occupation duties primarily involve military intelligence in the 

investigation and interrogation of communist infiltrators among Japanese military and civilian 

repatriates into Japan and to obtain Russian military information from them.  As Japanese 

Linguists, we assisted in an earlier normalization with the people and to establish a democratic 

Constitutional Government and free election.  Some of us were interpreters to assist in the post-

war War Crimes Trials in Manila and Tokyo.  So, we were not just support troop in the 

occupation of Japan.   

   

  For historical record, I would like to add comments about duty made by the former Emperor 

and a General of Japan after the War.  When a "Nisei" personal interpreter of Gen. MacArthur 

was sent to Emperor Hirohito at the Imperial Palace to arrange a formal call at the GHQ, the 

Emperor said: "We are grateful to have your assistance to arrange for the meeting with 

Gen  MacArthur to help Japan, and to be justly proud as a "Nisei" U.S. soldier".  During the 

Manila War Crime Trials, Gen. Tomoyuki Yamashita said to his "Nisei" U.S. interpreter on the 

Defense Attorney staff: "It is an obligation and rightful that you should be loyal and serve the 

country of your birth and protection".   

 

  The movies "Tora, Tora, Tora" starring the international-known, Toshiro Mifune was made in 

Hollywood.  The Japanese  film version followed, where a scene showed two young boys at the 

base of a mountain surprised by a squadron of enemy bombers flying low overhead at the private 

Oahu Golf and Country Club in the Alewa Hts. Valley over the Pali cliffs towards Kaneohe 

Naval Air Station.  I suspect one of the surviving pilots must have seen us below, when 

interviewed by the Japanese filmmaker.  I saw their film many years ago, but cannot remember 

the title or the name of its starring role replacing Toshiro Mifune .. but he was equally well-

known.  I'll go to the Pasadena Main Library to research the Japanese film version of "Pearl 

Harbor" and send you the additional information you seek.  I'm also trying to find a DVD copies 

of both versions to purchase as historical memorabilia   Regards, R. Isokane 

 



Hello Claudia, 

 

     I'm glad you are enjoying your hot, Japanese green tea during the winter which is healthier 

than drinking coffee.  Thank you for your continued support to inform the public of what really 

happened to the Japanese population in the west coast U.S. and Hawaii at the onset of WWII.   

     I wished I told Dan Finney about my predecessors of Japanese-Americans (Niseis), who 

volunteered in the U.S. Army's 100th Battalion (from Hawaii) and the "GFB" 442nd Infantry 

Regiment (from Hawaii and the U.S. Concentration Camps).  They are the ones under 

unconstitutional laws and racial bias, who fought in WWII Europe against the Germans and 

Italians to prove their loyalty to the U.S.  Racially segregated in the military, they performed 

actions befitting the "Congressional Medal of Honor", but denied until more than 50 years 

later!  When the 100th Battalion was decimated by more than 75 percent wounded or killed-in-

action, the remainders were transferred into the 442nd GFB Regiment, who were the highest 

decorated unit in history.  After the war, President Truman personally decorated the Presidential 

Unit Citation and said: "You not only fought the War and won, but you also won against racial 

prejudice!".  

     This also happened in the Army's Military Intelligence units during WWII, when proficient 

"Nisei" LInguists were barred as commissioned officers, when inept Caucasian Linguists were 

commissioned and took the credits.  At the Surrender Ceremony aboard the U.S.S. Missouri in 

Tokyo Bay, Gen. MacArthur's interpreter was a "Nisei" with only a Technical Sergeant rank, 

where the Japanese Foreign Minister was assisted by his proficient English Interpreter.  But, 

when the Gen. sent a "Nisei" to carry a message to Emperor Hirohito, he had to promote him as a 

commissioned officer from a Sergeant rank befitting the assignment! 

     Yes, I'll be pleased to talk with Aaron Jacob to cover more information on the events which 

took place about the Japanese population before, during, and after WWII!  I was surprised during 

my early college years that most midwestern population were unaware of what happened to 

them.  If teaching of history and factual events which happened in WWII is lacking and 

undisclosed in Japan, it is also woefully lacking in the U.S.  I hope I can relay those information, 

especially  

how the independent nation of the Hawaiian Kingdom founded by Kamehameha I was 

overthrown from the last ruling monarch, Queen Liliuokalani by U.S. military force instigated by 

U.S. missionaries and merchants. 
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